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Key Messages 
 
1. AGS 2015: Where are the Europe 2020 goals of sustainable and inclusive growth? - the AGS 
focus on a 315 bn, market-led investment plan with more structural reform and austerity, offers 
little hope of progress on Europe 2020 poverty, social and environmental targets, or tangible results 
to citizens.  
 
2. EU Guidelines to ensure structured dialogue with stakeholders and partnership with 
Parliament. The AGS 2015 calls for more ownership/legitimacy with stakeholders and national 
parliaments. Obligatory Guidelines are needed to ensure genuine accountability and meaningful 
dialogue with civil society organizations and trade unions, making national and European Parliament 
equal partners. 
 
3. Refocus European Semester on balanced Europe 2020 agenda to promote smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth and equality, including gender. The Semester is overly focussed on economic 
governance and austerity. It must affirm its commitment to Europe 2020 goals and targets to deliver 
long-term prosperity, sustainable development and social justice, based on fundamental rights for 
all. 
 
4. A European Semester, backed by integrated strategies including ‘Social Investment, More and 
Better Jobs, Environmentally Sustainable Development and Gender Equality’. Europe 2020 
targets, particularly on poverty, employment, education and training, climate change and energy 
efficiency provide a strong coherent agenda, but these must be more clearly backed by integrated 
strategies for delivery. These must mainstream existing EU approaches developed in key 
Commission documents, which reflect the kind of society and economy that Europeans want.  
 
5. Greater coherence and transparency in decision-making process and in delivery of Country-
Specific Recommendations based on the Europe 2020 goals. The Semester is currently a closed 
process between Commission and Member States, overly-dominated by Ministries and DGs 
focussing on macroeconomic and fiscal surveillance. A clear link must be demonstrated between 
the CSRs and Europe 2020, more faithfully balancing the evidence of economic, social, equality and 
environmental data and balanced roles for social and environmental officers/bodies. 
 

6. Ex-ante social and environmental/climate impact assessments and revised indicators. The lack 
of coherence between economic, social and environmental policies could be strongly improved by 
embedding effective processes for ex-ante assessments in the policy making process, to prevent 
negative policy decisions being made which undermine the core objectives and generate greater 
challenges and costs in the medium and long term. 
 
7. Improved links between European Semester and European Funds, particularly Structural Funds. 
European Structural and Innovation funds are meant to support Europe 2020 goals. This 
commitment must be fully operationalized and monitored, together with stakeholders and 
Parliament. Funds should be made available to support engagement in the Semester process at 
national level.  
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Rationale and Objectives 
 

Five years into the Europe 2020 Strategy, and on the eve of its Mid-Term Review, the situation is 
bleak, with important shortfalls on all targets of the Strategy, particularly the social and the 
environmental ones. Moreover, national and European Parliaments are still marginalized, grass-root 
civil society and social stakeholders are almost completely locked out of the process, despite their 
best efforts to engage with the European Semester at national level, and the promises already made 
in Europe 2020.  
 

The European Alliance for a democratic, social and sustainable European Semester1 has been set 
up to try to plug this gap - providing cross-sectoral input on social and environmental sustainability, 
equality,  at EU and national level, including national cross-sectoral alliances, currently piloted in 3 
countries (Bulgaria, Denmark, and Ireland). The hearing provides the perfect setting for the Alliance 
to present its assessment2 and proposals for 2015, including from the national alliances, and debate 
with the EU institutions on the way forward for 2015, for Europe 2020 and the European Semester, 
to increase their democratic legitimacy and deliver on their promises for inclusive and sustainable 
growth. 

 

Agenda of the Hearing 
 

9.00    Opening Panel: Civil society proposals on Europe 2020 and the European Semester 
Chaired by Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens / EFA) 

 Barbara Helfferich, European Anti-Poverty Network, Chair of EU Semester Alliance, with Richard 
Pond (EPSU), Mary Collins (EWL) and Constanze Adolf (GBE). 

 National cross-sectoral pilot alliances:  
 Bulgaria - Douhomir Minev  
 Denmark - Natalia Rogaczewska  
 Ireland - Paul Ginnell 

 

10.15 Response from the European Institutions 

 Raquel Lucas, European Commission, Commissioner Dombrovskis’ cabinet 

 Carmelo Cedrone, Vice-President of ECO section, European Economic and Social Committee 
 

11.00   Debate with European Parliament / Round table with MEPs  
Chaired by Heather Roy, EU Semester Alliance, Eurodiaconia 

 Hon. Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto MEP (S&D), Rapporteur for the European Semester 
 Hon. Verónica Lope Fontagné MEP (EPP)  
 Hon. Marisa Matias MEP (GUE)  
 Hon. Tiziana Beghin MEP (EFDD) 
 Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens/EFA) 
 Hon. Marian Harkin MEP (ALDE) 

 

12.00   Debate with the Audience 
 

12.30   Wrap Up / Conclusions  
 

 
                                                           
1 The Semester Alliance is funded by the European Commission for 2014 under PROGRESS. 
2 Semester Alliance Report (October 2014) – Let’s make the European Semester smart, sustainable and inclusive. 
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Opening Panel: 
Civil Society proposals on  

Europe 2020 and the European Semester 
 
Chair: Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens / EFA) 
 

Barbara Helfferich, European Anti-Poverty Network, Chair of the European Alliance 
for a Democratic, Social, and Sustainable European Semester 
See presentation Semester Alliance Proposals - Concerns and Key Messages 
 
Ms Helfferich presented the European Alliance for a Democratic, Social, and Sustainable European 
Semester, which is a coalition of 15 major European umbrella organizations. It began as an informal 
alliance in 2011, she explained, and received funding from the European Commission in 2014, to 
continue and formalize the work. The speaker underlined the lack of progress on Europe 2020, 
particularly the social and environmental targets, where important shortfalls are evident. Ms 
Helfferich highlighted that the Alliance aims at achieving a more balanced European Semester, 
currently dominated by macroeconomic goals, and a more democratic process, featuring strong and 
structured civil dialogue and meaningful stakeholder engagement (including civil society 
organizations), at national and EU level. The activities of the Alliance, she continued, include 
developing and implementing an advocacy strategy towards the European institutions, awareness-
raising and capacity building for EU and national members, the setting up of three national pilot 
alliances (Bulgaria, Denmark, Ireland), and producing joint reports, for instance, on the Country 
Specific Recommendations, the National Reform Programmes, and the European Semester overall. 
She also presented in detail the Key Messages of the Alliance to decision-makers (see beginning of 
this report). Ms Helfferich concluded her segment of the presentation by providing a quick overview 
of the lack of progress achieved on the poverty-reduction target of Europe 2020. Despite the fact 
that 12 Members States received Country Specific Recommendations on poverty, and 7 on child 
poverty, none implied integrated strategies, nor mentioned comprehensive Active Inclusion 
strategies, she concluded, with the focus being mainly on activation and the labour market.   
  

Richard Pond, European Public Service Union, Member of the European Alliance for 
a Democratic, Social, and Sustainable European Semester 
 
Mr Pond continued the presentation of the state of play of Europe 2020 targets, by referring to the 
employment target. He stressed that being a part of this Alliance has been a great added-value, as 
it strengthens the impact of the demands. Regarding the employment target and the Country 
Specific Recommendations dedicated to it, Mr Pond highlighted the weakening of collective 
bargaining and the attacks on wage-setting mechanisms, as the wrong tool to boost 
competitiveness, while little is being said about quality work and employment, and in-work poverty 
is not mentioned at all. The speaker concluded that the focus on fiscal consolidation has led to 
important cuts in public finances, while failing on education, training, research, health, long-term 
care, and disregarding important concerns such as quality, access and affordability.  

 
 
 

https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/2014-ep-hearing-pres-alliance-proposals-03-12-2014.pdf
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Mary Collins, European Women’s Lobby, Member of the European Alliance for a 
Democratic, Social, and Sustainable European Semester 

 
Ms Collins began by saying that the European Women’s Lobby has been involved with the informal 
coalition on the European Semester from the beginning, and highlighted the benefits of being part 
of a venture aimed at shaping “the Europe we want”. In her presentation, the speaker referred to 
the gender equality aspect of Europe 2020 and the European Semester. She pointed out that 
important issues, such as the gender pay and pension gap, are not followed up in a systematic way, 
and only Austria received Country-Specific Recommendations (in 2012 and 2013) to tackle the pay 
gap, while no CSRs were issues on this topic in 2014, and none on the pension gap all together. Ms 
Collins concluded by highlighting that a right-based approach is fundamental in Europe 2020 and 
the European Semester, and expressed hope that the new European Commission will be making this 
a priority.  
 

Constanze Adolf, Green Budget Europe, Member of the European Alliance for a 
Democratic, Social, and Sustainable European Semester 
 
Ms Adolf referred to two aspects in her presentation, namely, energy efficiency and environmental 
taxation. She stressed that measures aimed at better energy efficiency have a great potential to 
contribute to a number of Europe 2020 targets – reduce homelessness through investment in 
quality and sustainable housing, reduce CO2 emissions, reduce poverty and improve wellbeing by 
decreasing household energy spending, and create jobs in the refurbishment sector. Ms Adolf then 
referred to inclusive and sustainable taxation, as well as tax justice, which are currently not part of 
the package. What is needed, she concluded, is needed is a shift of tax burden from labour to 
resource use, while tackling tax evasion and avoidance. 
 

National cross-sector pilot alliances 
 

Bulgaria – Douhomir Minev 
See presentation The Bulgarian Semester Alliance pilot 
 
Mr Minev presented the work carried out in Bulgaria, in the framework of the national pilot alliance, 
which consists of 17 civil society structures, including Bulgaria’s largest trade unions.. The speaker 
highlighted the main findings of the national alliance’s assessment, which are that proposed policies 
and measures are out of touch with realities on the ground, while significant risks are being 
overlooked, and opportunities missed. The distorted analysis and needs assessment, he continued, 
leads to inadequate, incomplete, and incoherent policies. In addition, he continued, there is a crisis 
of participation, as proposals put forward by NGOs and trade unions are ignored by decision-makers. 
In conclusion, Mr Minev stressed the added-value of such national, cross-sectoral alliances, and 
presented the main findings and learnings after a year of project, including best practices: 
participatory research, independent social analysis, civil monitoring of decision-making, better 
empowerment of NGOs.   
 

Denmark – Natalia Rogaczewska 
See presentation The EU 2020 Alliance Denmark  
 
Ms Rogaczewska presented the Danish pilot alliance, which is a part of the “Europe 2020 
Committee”, which sets the basis of an open dialogue for interesting organizations about the 

https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/2014-ep-hearing-pres-bg-03-12-2014.pdf
http://www.eapn.eu/images/stories/docs/EP-Semester-Alliance-Denmark-EP.pdf
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European Semester. The priorities of the Danish alliance, she continued, include the fight against 
poverty, social dumping, inequality, homelessness, equal rights, housing, inclusive labour markets, 
green energy and recycling. Some of the most important activities of the project, explained Ms 
Rogaczweska, included regular meetings of alliance members, a mutual learning round table for key 
experts, as well as a “New strategies for growth” public conference, on which a booklet was based. 
The speaker concluded with the presentation of the project results - more awareness, better contact 
with Ministries, more effective lobbying – and underlined the need for more public and political 
awareness on Europe 2020, and better social investment.  
 

Ireland – Paul Ginnell 
See presentations The Better Alliance - Ireland and Better Alliance Actions and Learning April-
December 2014  
 
Mr Ginnell spoke on behalf of the national cross-sectoral alliance in Ireland, called the: Better 
Europe Alliance”, comprising 12 organisations, and working on two key areas: attempting to 
influence key policies referring to the social and environmental goals of Europe 2020, as well as 
improve the level and the quality of debate and stakeholder engagement in the European Semester. 
In terms of activities, the speaker highlighted the production of position papers on the Country 
Specific Recommendations and the Europe 2020 Strategies overall, a briefing on the European 
Semester, a dedicated magazine, a national conference, as well as a number of meetings with high-
level Irish and European officials, involved in the process. Mr Ginnell underlines the significant 
benefits of working in such a setting, such as greater visibility for organizations and their messages, 
better access to decision-makers, pooling of expertise and resources. The speaker concluded by 
stating that the work yielded two main conclusions of the analysis, which are that there is a 
dominant, narrow macroeconomic focus in the European Semester, undermining Europe 2020, as 
well as a lack of debate, and little quality engagement.  
 

Response from the European Institutions 
 

Raquel Lucas, European Commission, Commissioner Dombrovskis’ cabinet 
 
Ms Lucas began her intervention by referring to the recent adoption of the Annual Growth Survey, 
together with a comprehensive investment package, based around three priorities: boost 
investment, a renewed commitment to structural reforms, and fiscal responsibility. The speaker 
stressed that President Juncker made a commitment to a more balanced treatment of employment 
and social issues in the European Semester. Ms Lucas underlined that national Parliaments, social 
partners, and civil society at large need to be closely involved in the policies enacted at EU and 
national level. The speaker continued by stressing that the work of this Alliance is a powerful 
statement on how diverse civil social organisations can better engage in the European Semester, by 
joining efforts, highlighting also that the action at the national level was particularly welcome. The 
key messages presented today are important for the Commission’s work, she added, and the 
contribution of civil society and stakeholders is crucial, as it provides rich and valuable info on the 
social situation in Europe, particularly that of the most vulnerable. In the rest of her intervention, 
Ms Lucas addressed specific points and key messages presented by the Alliance in the opening 
session, reaffirming the European Commission’s commitment to the social and environmental 
targets of Europe 2020, as well as to stakeholder engagement in the European Semester, including 
civil society and social partners.  

  

https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/2014-ep-hearing-pres-ie-better-europe-alliance-03-12-2014.pdf
https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/2014-ep-hearing-pres-ie-better-europe-alliance-actions-and-learning-03-12-2014.pdf
https://semesteralliance.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/2014-ep-hearing-pres-ie-better-europe-alliance-actions-and-learning-03-12-2014.pdf
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Carmelo Cedrone, Vice-President of ECO section, European Economic and Social 
Committee 
 
Mr Cedrone began by stating that he shares much of the Alliance’s concerns and key messages. He 
continued saying that the main issue is not the link between Europe 2020 and the European 
Semester, but the lack of impact of the Europe 2020 Strategy on the ground. The speaker stressed 
that the social situation in Member States is dire, and Governments are defaulting on their 
responsibilities, as social policies are mainly a national competence. Mr Cedrone explained that 
Eurozone countries are dealt with separately from non-Euro countries. Economic and social 
problems faced by people are the same across the EU. Fiscal and economic policy needs to be 
complemented with a common, European social policy, with a common social governance, he 
added. Mr Cedrone continued by saying that austerity during a crisis was an unsustainable policy, 
with the European Union being the only structure in the world to adopt such a policy. This choice, 
he concluded, did not solve the effects of the crisis, but made them much worse.  

 

Debate with the floor 
 
Natalia Rogaczewska, Danish National Alliance  
The EPSCO is kept on a short leash by Finance Ministries, and there is a “blame game” going on 
between the European Union and Member States. There is a need for more transparency, so 
responsibilities are clear, not passed around.  
 
Mary Collins, European Women’s Lobby  
There is a Staff Working Document accompanying the Country Specific Recommendations. How can 
civil society organizations contribute to it, to render the situation on the ground more visible? Why 
can’t the European Union adopt the United National model, where civil society organisations submit 
shadow reports? Finally, guidelines on civil dialogue are badly needed – this is one of the Alliance’s 
clear messages.  
 
András Lukács, Green Budget Europe, Hungary 
Even good Country Specific Recommendations are not implemented, and the Commission can’t do 
anything about it. Hungary received a CSR to combat corruption, but the Government is doing the 
opposite. How can we enforce the CSRs, and what can the European Commission do?   
 
Constanze Adolf, Green Budget Europe  
The Annual Growth Survey contains several references to a tax shift from labour to a more 
sustainable tax basis. What is understood by “a sustainable tax basis”? 
 
Thomas Bignal, European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities   
Growth and jobs are only useful insofar as they contribute to better lives and well-being, so it should 
be quality jobs and inclusive growth. The Annual Growth Survey highlights the services sector 
highlighted as important job creation, but social services are not mentioned – why?  
 
Jo Bothmer, European Anti-Poverty Network, Netherlands 
We must include the voice of those we are talking about – people experiencing poverty and those 
most excluded. Would like to bring a message from the Youth Partnership (between the Council of 
Europe and the European Commission), as a positive example: “Youth work addresses specific needs 
of young people effectively and with their direct involvement. It concerns in particular those whose 
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lives prove more challenging than others. For this to continue and further develop youth work’s role 
and impact need to be better understood and appreciated. Provision of sufficient resources has to 
be strengthened, particularly in times of austerity when young people disproportionately face 
barriers to social inclusion.” 

 
Response by Raquel Lucas, European Commission 
It is not a blame game, it is a wrong perception. The challenges are at the national level, but the 
European institutions are very much involved. The European Commission representatives are taking 
a proactive stand. Organisations on the ground are encouraged to get in touch with the European 
Semester Officers. The Commission cannot, at this point, commit to the shadow reports, as 
suggested, following the UN model. Regarding Guidelines on Stakeholder Engagement, this idea has 
been dropped, in order to respect subsidiarity, and what is favoured now is an exchange of good 
practices.  
 
Response by Carmelo Cerdone, European Economic and Social Committee 
Corruption is both a national and a European issue that needs to be tackled on both fronts. Countries 
need to respect the Country Specific Recommendations, even if there are no sanctions for not doing 
so. For the future of Europe, we need a “new deal” for jobs and social investment. 
 

Debate with the European Parliament 
 

Hon. Sergo Gutiérrez Prieto MEP (S&D) 
 
As the EMPL Rapporteur on the European Semester, Mr. Gutiérrez Prieto committed to stress better 
governance and engagement in his report. Democratic legitimacy should be at the core of the 
European Semester, he added, as the logical complementary element to the macroeconomic and 
Europe 2020 policy coordination, however this is not the case, as the process takes place behind 
closed doors. Mr Gutiérrez Prieto added that meetings like the present hearing should not be hosted 
by individual MEPs or even groups, but part of the Parliament’s institutional agenda. The speaker 
highlighted that Europe is lagging behind on the social objectives of Europe 2020, but has also 
severed all links between policies and people living in unimaginable poverty, which should be 
unacceptable today. There seems to be some will to change the status quo, he added, but it needs 
to be ambitious, if it is to achieve results. The speaker concluded by underlining that we are heading 
towards a generation of Europeans who are completely disconnected from the European project, 
and remarked that we need to give them hope and faith, to counter their pessimism and 
disappointment with the current structures and policies.  
 

Hon. Verónica Lope Fontagné MEP (EPP) 
 
Ms Lope Fontagné began by saying that she supported many of the proposals of the Alliance. She 
said that the European Semester needs to work better in practice, and needs to be more social. 
There is a need to invest responsibly, she added, in initiatives that really make a different in people’s 
lives, rather than wasting money on huge projects that don’t benefit the citizens. The speaker stated 
that economic objectives are only useful insofar as they support social objectives, and that this is 
something that needs to be said over and over again. People are entitled to decent work, she 
continued, work which provides an income allowing them to leave in dignity, and this should be the 
main focus of employment policies. More efforts need to be made to get businesses to hire young 
people, she said, on sustainable contracts and with adequate pay, as this is currently not the case. 
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Ms Lope Fontagné concluded that demographic change is a real challenge with significant 
consequences, so regions most affected need to be supported more.  
 

Hon. Marisa Matias MEP (GUE) 
 
Ms Matias expressed her strong support for the recommendations put forward by the Semester  
Alliance, as there is a lot of empty rhetoric about the involvement of civil society, with no practical 
consequences. The Semester is democratically flawed, she states, and the European Parliament’s 
role is to provide some recommendations in the frame of an own-initiative report, as national 
Parliaments have no role, and social partners and civil society have a marginal, tokenistic role. After 
years of CSRs and economic coordination, Ms Matias continued, the focus is fiscal consolidation and  
sustainability is lower, not higher, while CSRs are always about structural reforms, which just mean 
austerity, cutting social expenditure and demolishing the welfare state. Why is it a taboo to speak 
about investment? asked the speaker. There is low or negative growth everywhere in Europe, she 
underlined, no development of the demand side or boosting the real economy. Ms Matias said that 
Europe is the richest region of the world, so it’s not a question of lack of money or resources, as we 
have seen that large amounts were made available to banks without any conditions. She concluded 
by lamenting that social investment comes with massive conditionality on low amounts.  
 

Hon. Tiziana Beghin MEP (EFDD) 
 
Ms Beghin also  fully endorsed the Semester Alliance’s proposals, stressing that CSRs should not be 
exclusively economic, but need to focus also on much needed social objectives. Annexing 
stakeholders’ views to the NRPs is a very good idea, she said, as well as strengthening the role of 
national & European Parliament. The speaker highlighted a European Minimum Income as the most 
efficient instrument for sustainable and inclusive growth. The Commission should follow through 
with its commitments on social objectives, said the speaker, and citizens need to regain their trust 
in Europe, and stop equating it with austerity and cuts. Ms Beghin admitted to being a Eurosceptic, 
but explained that she does not want to destroy Europe, but to change it and make it a better place 
for its citizens.  
 

Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens / EFA) 
 
Ms Lambert underlined the need to see how much the new Commission will support more and 
better stakeholder engagement throughout the European Semester. Some national Parliaments 
have some degree of involvement, she continued, while others hardly know what the Semester is. 
Civil society should not be engaged in the implementation of policies on whose design they were 
not consulted at all, she highlighted. Ms Lambert said she was worried that the Energy Union has 
been forgotten, as there seems to be no evident link with Europe 2020, particularly related to 
concerns regarding energy poverty. She concluded by stating the key role of the European 
Parliament in looking on how the 23.1% earmarked for social inclusion is spent.  
 

Hon. Marian Harkin MEP (ALDE) 
 
Ms Harkin joined speakers before her in advocating greater involvement of the European 
Parliament, and reported on a joint ECON and EMPL meeting the day before, where Commissioner 
Marianne Thyssen clearly stated that social indicators need to be at the same level as economic 
indicators. The European Parliament can make a difference on a lot of the key messages of the 
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Alliance, Ms Harkin continued. She also said that distrust in the EU comes from the fact that people 
feel separated from it, which is why it is crucial to involve stakeholders, including civil society, in the 
design of policies, not just implementation. Ms Harkin concluded that there were some positive 
CSRs, which is reassuring, but there is a need to monitor their implementation.  
 

Debate with the floor 
 
Michelle Murphy, Social Justice Ireland, Irish National Alliance  
We hear contradictory messages from the European Commission, who is doing one thing under 
Troika (ie cutting child allowances and support), and the opposite in the Country Specific 
Recommendations. Active Inclusion shouldn’t be weaker than Stability & Growth Pact.  
 
Sorcha Edwards, Social Housing Europe 
Individuals need purchasing power, to access education and employment. For that, they need access 
to affordable and social housing. But there is no CSR on affordable housing in Ireland, where more 
than 40% on a household’s disposable income is spent on accommodation. The situation is 
comparable to other countries in Europe – but most CSRs suggest a reduction in housing support.   
 
Jana Hainsworth, Eurochild 
Structural support for the ongoing work of the Semester Alliance is crucial, it is an important added 
value, but this support is unsure at the moment. How can we build participatory democracy from a 
very early age? By including children in decisions affecting their lives. What link is there between 
the Europe 2020 Strategy and the sustainable development goals? 
 
Response from Hon. Veronica Lope Fontagné MEP (EPP) 
We need to listen to civil society, it is very important to have their input and take it on board.  
 
Response from Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens / EFA) 
There has been a recommendation in the UK on the housing market. There was an increase in 
benefit expenditure because of increased need for housing support – insufficient social housing, as 
accommodation is seen as a market issue, not a provision based on needs.  
 
Response from Hon. Marian Harkin MEP (ALDE) 
CSRs often don’t respond to immediate needs, but focus on the long term. One of the roles of the 
Semester Alliance could be to ensure that timely information is there, so that issues are taken up.   
 
Response from Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto MEP (S&D) 
Governments need to facilitate access to public housing, as accommodation prices (both rents, as 
well as selling prices) have increased dramatically, but salaries have not kept up. The right to decent 
housing is fundamental, but it has not been supported in recent years. Evictions of families, many 
with underage children, who face economic difficulties and cannot keep up with housing prices 
needs to be tackled immediately.  
 
Response from Hon. Marisa Matias MEP (GUE) 
Supportive of all points on housing, children’s rights and the social partners, but the underlying topic 
is: as long as the debt and deficit targets take precedence on everything else, we can’t achieve social 
progress on any of the areas mentioned today. The so-called exit measures from the crisis 
astonishingly resemble the policies that started the crisis in the first place. Why can’t we apply the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights to the European Semester? 
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Response from Hon. Tiziana Beghin MEP (EFDD) 
Full support for a better involvement of civil society. The 5 Star Movement in Italy, for instance, is 
just a spokesperson for the will of the people. We can’t keep working on consequences, but not on 
the causes.  
 

Wrap-Up / Conclusions 
 
Hon. Marian Harkin MEP (ALDE) 
 
Ms Harkin stated that there is a dire need to look at how money is spent, and there are instruments 
that can be used by the European Parliament to that end, such as the Financial Transaction Tax, 
fighting tax evasion and tax avoidance. Governments can me choices on spending, she continued, 
so lobbying national Governments continues to be very important. The money should reach those 
most in need, she added. In conclusion, Ms Harkin thanked civil society, and in particular the 
Semester Alliance for coming together and supporting the European Parliament in this process.  
 

Hon. Jean Lambert MEP (Greens / EFA)  
 
Ms Harkin stated that the work and the Key Messages of the Semester Alliance, as put forward 
during the present hearing, were very interesting and useful. The European Parliament, she 
continued, managed to pass a Resolution the previous, stating that the Parliament considered social 
objectives on a par with economic ones. The growth agenda does not reduce poverty on its own, 
Ms Harkin underlined in conclusion, saying that it is all about political and spending choices. 
Together we can make Europe better, she added, not just for the 1%, but all of Europe’s citizens.   
 

Click on the photo below to see photos of the Hearing 

 
 
  

https://picasaweb.google.com/EAPNpictures2/SemesterAllianceHearingInTheEP03Dec2014
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INFORMATION AND CONTACT 
 

For more information on this publication, contact 

Sian Jones, EU Semester Alliance Project Coordinator   

sian.jones@eapn.eu – 0032 (2) 226 58 59 

See the Alliance publications and activities on http://semesteralliance.net  

 

 

The EU Alliance for a democratic, social and sustainable European Semester (EU Semester Alliance) 
is a broad coalition bringing together major European civil-society organisations and trade unions, 
representing thousands of member organisations on the ground at European, national and local 
levels in the European Union. 

The ‘EU Semester Alliance’ aims to support progress towards a more democratic, social and 
sustainable Europe 2020 Strategy, through strengthening civil dialogue engagement in the European 
Semester at national and EU levels.  

 
Enabling civil society to participate in the shaping of EU policies and to 
contribute to progress on the Targets of the Europe 2020 Strategy 
concerns us all! 

 

 

EU ALLIANCE for a DEMOCRATIC, SOCIAL AND SUSTAINABLE EUROPEAN 
SEMESTER. Reproduction permitted, provided that appropriate reference is made to 
the source. December 2014. 

 

The Alliance has received funding from the European Commission under the 
framework of a Joint Action, for an initial period of 1 year (1 year project funding 
supported by the EU Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity PROGRESS/EU 
Programme for Employment and Social Innovation call VP/2013/006).  

For more information:  

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=327&langId=en 

The information contained in this publication does not necessarily reflect the position 
of the European Commission. 
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